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Dear Friends,
Marigold Charitable Trust has come a long way since its founders Beverly Marram and Dr. Herbert K. Goldberg 
granted initial awards for clothes and haircuts to children at the Home for Little Wanderers in November, 2006.  
Today, Marigold is working with fifteen front-line organizations that provide services, support, and care for young, 
high risk children and has made individual awards and programmatic grants that have benefited more than 600 
children!  

In 2011, Marigold welcomed two new partners, Camp Starfish and the Massachusetts School Nurses Organization.  
Camp Starfish is a therapeutic summer camp located in Rindge, New Hampshire.  It is one of only two camps in the 
country to offer a specific, intentional therapeutic environment for children using a 1:1 ratio of staff to campers at 
all times. 

Our partnership with the Massachusetts School Nurses Organization was based on the idea that school nurses are 
most attuned to the needs of their students and could help us identify children at risk of trauma and abuse. It 
inspired Marigold to apply to the Internal Revenue Service for greater flexibility in our charitable giving.  In 2011, 
Marigold Charitable Trust received the necessary authorization to make charitable grants directly to camps, dance 
programs, youth centers, etc. on behalf of school children who meet the Marigold criteria.  As a result, Marigold is 
now linked to pilot partnerships with elementary schools in Lawrence, Quincy and Waltham.

Marigold Charitable Trust is proud of its unique mission to fund the unmet needs of children (ages 0-12)             
with significant histories of trauma.  Marigold has been steadfast in its commitment to fund services and 
resources that are essential elements in helping children heal from violence or 
abuse.  When there is no other way to pay for services critical to a child’s growth 
and development, Marigold is there to help. Also, our distinctive grant protocol is 
a streamlined process designed to meet maximum needs in minimal time.  Requests 
for services are considered on a child-by-child basis and reviewed within a week.  
Once approved, funds are dispersed in a matter of days. 

This past year Marigold continued its fundraising efforts to strengthen our 
partnerships and help more children.  We have also begun to explore ways in which 
we might play a role in sexual abuse prevention in the future.

77B Warren Street
Brighton, MA 02135

(617) 787-1901 Ext. 130



In 2011, Marigold Charitable Trust distributed $205,654.39 towards a combination of individual 
requests and program initiatives (see chart).  Individual requests:

Sixty-nine children attended summer camp thanks to Marigold dollars.  This included the           • 
ongoing support of Italian Home for Children’s Therapeutic Summer Camp and an increase in   
the funding of camperships at the West End House Camp in Maine, and our new partner, Camp 
Starfish.  Summer camp allows a child to enjoy a positive, safe and secure summer experience.  It 
is an opportunity to explore, make new friends, build self-confidence, develop social skills and 
nurture positive relationships with peers and adults.

Twenty children participated in art therapy groups and classes.  This included the 4th  and 5th • 
year of funding S.A.F.E. (Survivor Art for Empowerment) Studio and Marigold’s continued             
support of the expressive art therapy program at the Elizabeth Stone House.  It  allowed  children 
to transform anger and frustration into artistic expression and increase a child’s capacity to express 
genuine affect.   

  
Thirty-six children participated in a range of athletic activities including: martial arts, hockey, • 
gymnastics, football, basketball, soccer, swimming, horseback riding, etc.  Such activities increase 
self-esteem, overcome fears, build self-confidence, increase social skills, and promote physical 
fitness and exercise.

Thirteen children participated in music and dance classes including guitar, piano, African       • 
drumming, ballet and hip-hop.  Such enrichment activities increase a child’s self-esteem and help 
children connect to their own inner strengths, and transition into their communities. Through     
music and dance, children learn coping skills to manage and express emotions and cultivate a 
child’s creative and artistic talents.  These activities provide the opportunity for a shy child to 
“strut her stuff” and channel physical energy and aggression into positive behavior.

Marigold funded 40 children to attend daycare and after school programs that promote academic • 
and social growth in a safe, nurturing environment. These included drama, cooking classes,       
science, Boy Scouts, etc.  Marigold paid for the transportation of 17 children to keep therapy and 
doctor’s appointments, and to attend school and community activities on a consistent basis.  

In addition to individual requests, Marigold Charitable Trust continued to fund a number of
programmatic initiatives:   
         

A senior licensed pediatric neuropsychologist to supervise a bilingual post doctoral pediatric • 
neuropsychologist for assessments, early intervention and IEP (individualized educational plan) 
advocacy for children referred from the SPARK Center and the 
Child Witness to Violence Project.  

Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant • 
Families and Adolescents) to expand its outreach and            
supportive services to the younger siblings of Somali 
middle school children in Boston.  

Page 2



    Brandon School’s “Come to Your Senses” initiative based• 
      upon Sensory Modulation which is designed to help children       
     with trauma histories to self-regulate, increase behavioral
     control, decrease aggression, maintain safety, avoid withdrawal   
    and lessen the need for therapeutic interventions.  In 2011,
   Marigold dollars have gone to outfit a “Sensory Gym”,           
   replenish the sensory stations in children’s residences and
  school, fund staff training on the use of sensory strategies for
  Brandon’s students and the development of Exploratory 
  Sensory Projects.  Also, Marigold funded an initiative to 

       support creative and effective therapy approaches in its 
         Developing Individual Talent through Performance Art program.
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Initiated ongoing conversations with child welfare professionals about future partnerships and the • 
ways Marigold can support sexual abuse prevention programs for elementary school-aged children

Explored ways to realize Marigold’s original mission to maintain contact with a Marigold child • 
through the Passport Program until their 18th birthday
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A comparison of Marigold’s charitable giving during its first six years illustrates Marigold Charitable 
Trust’s steady growth as a foundation.  We continue to be very proud of our ability to help so many 
children heal from violence or abuse.  In 2011, Marigold increased its charitable giving by 43.9%.
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Marigold Blossoms
In the past year Marigold has:

Welcomed two new partners: Camp Starfish and Massachusetts School Nurses Organization• 

Established new flexibility with the IRS to expand our charitable giving capacity• 

Linked to seven of our partner’s websites to expand Marigold’s visibility• 

Updated our internal tracking system to make it more “partner friendly” and easier to follow        • 

children in the future

Increased by 71.3% the number of children who benefit from Marigold funding• 
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The Italian Home for Children serves children with emotional, behavioral and educational needs between • 
the ages of 4 to 13 years old.  Our continuum of services include community-based treatment, residential 
and day programs, and educational services which offer after-school, vacation and summer camp programs.  
The Italian Home for Children is available to children and families throughout Massachusetts. 

Founded in 1799, The Home for Little Wanderers is the oldest nonprofit child welfare agency in the nation.  • 
They serve thousands of at-risk children and families in Massachusetts each year. Through community-
based and residential treatment programs, The Home protects abused and neglected children, ensures their 
healthy development, and prepares them to become effective and contributing members of the community. 

S.A.F.E. (Survivor Art for Empowerment) Studio is an expressive art therapy program of the Jeanne Geiger • 
Crisis Center. Located in Ipswich, MA it serves children and adults throughout the North Shore. Its mission 
is to provide educational and therapeutic art programs for survivors, as well as those at-risk of abuse and 
trauma. Its programming is grounded in the philosophy that the artistic process provides a therapeutic and 
healing pathway through which victims can explore and heal from abusive or traumatic experiences. 

The Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center is a nationally recognized counseling • 
program focusing on young children who are exposed to child abuse, as well as domestic or community 
violence. Counseling services focus on addressing the trauma of violence and abuse, and on strengthening 
the child-parent relationship. The CWVP is innovative in recognizing the significant risks of exposure to 
abuse and domestic violence on very young children and intervenes at a critical point to interrupt the cycle 
of violence

 
The SPARK Center (Supporting Parents and Resilient Kids), a pediatric program of Boston Medical • 
Center located in Mattapan, MA, is a therapeutic and medically-specialized childcare program that provides     • 
comprehensive and integrated services to children and families whose lives are affected by medical, 
emotional and behavioral challenges.  SPARK’s young children are largely from low-income families and • 
they are especially vulnerable to trauma and stress in the context of chronic health conditions such as severe 
prematurity, neurological disorders, sickle cell disease, and HIV/AIDS

For over 50 years, The Guidance Center has provided prevention, intervention and support services for   • 
children and families in Cambridge and Somerville. We are part of a larger organization, Riverside     

      Community Care, which offers mental healthcare, developmental and cognitive disability services,               
      addiction treatment and childhood services in more than 70 communities across Massachusetts. From 
      pregnancy through age 22, The Guidance Center supports the desire of all parents – to see their children
      thrive in school and imagine hopeful futures. 

Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant Families and Adolescents) is a school-based            • 
therapeutic program dedicated to supporting the mental health and adjustment of Somali refugee youth.   
The program is based out of Boston Public Schools and provides services along a continuum of care, 
from prevention to intervention. Project SHIFA provides services under a 
Trauma Systems Therapy model of care, which  includes advocacy, 
home-based care, school-based therapy and family outreach. 

Brandon School and Residential Treatment Center is a positive place • 
where boys with complex emotional, behavioral and learning needs 
succeed. In a safe and supportive setting, boys participate in pro-
social, skill-building activities; strength-based individual and family          
treatment; and a therapeutic milieu. Brandon serves over 180 boys (ages 
7-17) and their families each year and strives to help students return to 
their homes and communities, prepared to succeed alongside peers. 

MARIGOLD’S PARTNERS
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Family and Community Solutions (FCS) is a community-based, non-profit agency which provides      • 
mental health services throughout Greater Boston. Services include individual, group, couples and family 
therapy, as well as medication evaluation and management for children and adults. Services are provided 
in outpatient clinics in Brighton and Dorchester, at eight local schools, at several residential treatment 
facilities, and in a therapeutic after-school program for emotionally disturbed adolescents.  FCS provides 
services through the state’s new Children’s Behavioral Health Initiative; specifically in-home therapy and 
therapeutic mentoring. 

West End House Camp is an overnight camp for boys ages 8-15 that is kicking off its second century • 
in southern Maine. Waterfront activities, all-around sports, games and challenges lead to fun, friendly    
competition, personal growth, social skills development, independence, and lifelong friendships!  Caring, 
bright, talented, and experienced staff, mostly former campers, supervise and lead a diverse group of boys 
who mature a year’s worth during the 2, 4, 6, or 8 week sessions. 

The Elizabeth Stone House serves homeless families and individuals in a goal-oriented, outcome-driven • 
service environment by resolving the issues that made them homeless – domestic violence, substance 
abuse, and mental illness – so that they can attain and maintain permanent housing, personal safety, and 
economic stability.  Stone House children’s services focus on the needs of traumatized children from these 
families. 

The Parent/Child Trauma Recovery Program was developed by HAWC (Healing Abuse, Working for • 
Change) in collaboration with MassGeneral for Children at NSMC in Salem, MA. Its mission is to         
increase safety and emotional well-being for non-abusive parents and their children in the aftermath of 
domestic violence. The Program combines relational psychotherapy with advocacy or safety planning 
to reduce the risk of further exposure to violence, while responding to the psychological needs of each    
family member, promoting healing and strengthening the parent-child bond. 

The Second Step serves women and their children throughout Greater Boston who have experienced • 
domestic violence. Second Step provides services in community settings and in its own transitional,       
communal housing in Newton that aim to nurture self-esteem and self-sufficiency. Children’s services 
include a therapeutic after-school program; one-to-one mentoring by specially trained and supervised      
college students; linkages to trauma-informed medical care, counseling, and community resources; help 
with conflict resolution; and assistance to mothers in identifying and advocating for their children’s needs.

Camp Starfish provides structured, safe and therapeutic summer camp and year-round respite programs • 
for children with severe emotional, behavioral, social and learning challenges. With an industry-unique 
1:1 ratio of campers to staff, youth ages 5-17 build their social skills, develop coping techniques, work 
towards individual goals, grow their self-confidence, make leaps in independent living skills and discover 
their talents. Children return to home and school set up for success in the year ahead.  

The Massachusetts School Nurse Organization (MSNO) mission is          • 
to promote and advance quality school health services throughout 
Massachusetts. School nurses advance the well-being, academic 
success and life-long achievement and health of students. The school 
nurse provides direct care to students including both physical and 
psychosocial care for injuries and acute illness for all students as well 
as long-term management of students with special health care and 
behavioral needs. Issues related to abuse, neglect and trauma are often 
first identified by the school nurse.

 

NEW PARTNERS
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TESTIMONIALS

Home For Little Wanderers
“We are so grateful for the flex funds that Marigold so generously contributed to 

The Home. These monies allowed children in our community-based 
programs to participate in activities their parents could never afford.  

Extracurricular activities, summer camps, and YMCA memberships to name a 
few. These opportunities allow children who have experienced trauma to heal 

and develop self-esteem. It was money that truly made a 
difference in the lives of children and families.” 

-Lesli Suggs, Senior Director of Program Operations

West End House Camp
“Marigold has helped countless boys attend West End House Camp. The growth 

we have seen in these youngsters who have come from challenging family 
situations has been remarkable. Our fun, exciting, safe, and nurturing setting and 

our mature and talented staff have given these campers an experience that has 
helped set a positive path in their lives. We and they can not thank you enough!” 

-Steve Lepler, Director

HAWC (Healing Abuse, Working for Change)
“I never thought I would need HAWC or that my 7 year old son would see his father abuse 

me. I knew he needed help right away because he was having nightmares and wouldn’t leave 
my side. I am so grateful that I received help from Marigold with transportation expenses, 

so that my son and I were able to go to the Parent Child Trauma Recovery Program in Salem 
every week. I didn’t have to cancel when I didn’t have the money to get us there and home. 

Also, thanks to Marigold my son was able to go to day camp and have a great summer.  
Recently he told me, ‘I got my happiness back again’. Thank you!”

-HAWC Parent

Brandon School
“I have worked with other clients who received funding to assist with purchasing much 

needed sensory tools and equipment, cooking classes and karate lessons.  Marigold 
funding has been so incredibly beneficial in providing a variety of opportunities for our 
youngest clients that enrich their sense of self-esteem, foster positive interactions and 

provide a structured and supportive avenue for them to practice skills learned in treatment.  
The impact of this funding is immense and deeply appreciated”.  

-Kelly Sullivan, Brandon School Case Manager

The Guidance Center
“Strengthening families with Riverside Community Care”

“Especially in today’s economy, funding for the “extras” – like dance lessons or a musical 
instrument – is becoming almost impossible to find.  We are so grateful to Marigold, whose 

generosity makes all the difference for the kids and families we serve.” 
-Borja Alvarez de Toledo, Division Director, Child & Family Services
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SUCCESS STORIES

The Guidance Center (Charles*)

Charles is an 11 year old boy who was removed from his home at the age of three due to abuse, and was 
reunited with his Mother one year later. Charles currently deals with intense emotional issues related to his 
“disrupted attachment.” Charles lives with his Mother and three siblings. Their family has faced various 
challenges in keeping their housing and Mother securing employment to be able to provide for her family.

After DCF services were terminated, the family was denied access to additional funds for after school 
programs. This proved to be a big hardship for the family as it would mean that the Mother would have to 
stay home with the children and unable to work.

When scholarship funds were exhausted and no longer available, the family turned 
to Marigold Charitable Trust for financial assistance. Thanks to Marigold, Charles 
was able to stay enrolled in the after school program and allowed his Mother to 
be able to work. Charles’ experience was wonderful, as he was able to thrive in a 
structured social environment, where the providers were caring and attentive and 
able to focus on his emotional needs. 

S.A.F.E. Studio (Sarah*)
At 10 years old, Sarah’s short life has already been one of chaos and instability.  Her parents have been 
in and out of her life, struggling with drug addiction.  She was referred to a weekly art therapy group at 
S.A.F.E. Studio funded by Marigold Charitable Trust.  It was a way to provide a safe consistent space 
for her to express herself.
 
Just before the group began her father passed away from a drug overdose.  Sarah’s feelings about this 
loss were expectedly mixed.  A lot of her memories of him were from their short supervised visits and 
were positive ones.  Since his death, she struggled with hearing the horrible stories about him as a drug 
addict and how that fit with the idealistic version she had created.

The weekly art therapy group was structured with various themes presented to the children, Sarah 
always found a way to incorporate her father in most of her artwork. She expressed the grief of the loss 
of her biological father and the loss of a father figure that she will never have.  She often drew him 
smiling with open arms – ready to “give her a hug.”

Week after week, of creating images of her dad, the art therapist worked with Sarah to create an art 
portfolio as a container for her pictures.  It is her story of him and something that belongs just to her.  
The portfolio is a place where she can remember him and feel close to him when she needs to.  She 
can also continue to grieve the father she wishes she had. 
 
The art therapy group allowed Sarah to find her place- a place where she felt safe and stable to 
explore - through her art - all she has experienced in her short life.  

*The name of the child has been changed to protect the identity of the child



We are proud of Marigold’s many accomplishments and grateful for the opportunity to assist in the 

healing of these young children.  Thanks to our partners, we better understand the needs of children 

with significant histories of abuse, neglect and other types of trauma.  Each year we help more children 

as we strengthen our current partnerships, evolve as a foundation, and carry out our mission.

Sincerely,

Beverl y Marram
Beverly Marram
Founder, Trustee

Susan Shamus
Susan Shamus
Executive Director

Don Moskowitz
Don Moskowitz
Program Director

 


