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Dear Friends,
2012 was a great year for Marigold Charitable Trust!  Marigold’s original mission to fund the unmet needs of 
children (ages 0-12) with significant histories of trauma continues on course.  Our dedication to fund services and 
resources that are essential to children healing from violence or abuse remains resolute.  Towards these ends 
Marigold received its 1,000th request and helped its 700th child this past year.  

In our early years, Marigold had four partners and wondered how we would be able to give away our money.  
Today, Marigold has sixteen partners and in our first seven years has dispersed more than $800,000 to deserving 
children for individual requests or program initiatives.

In our first Annual Report we proudly described the Marigold story as one of evolution, creativity, collaboration and 
personal connection.  Marigold Charitable Trust and our special partners like to challenge one another to “think 
outside the box” in order to find creative ways to help children heal from violence or abuse.  While our focus has 
been on healing, our antennae are always on the look-out for new and better ways to help children.  

In 2008, Marigold met with an elementary school nurse to brainstorm ways to connect Marigold’s mission to public 
schools.  As often happens in our conversations with clinicians on the front lines, the conversation took an unex-
pected turn.  This nurse told us about a new innovative pilot program, Talking About Touching designed to protect 
children from the harmful effects of sexual abuse.  

We were intrigued by the idea of getting involved with children before abuse occurs rather than after such a        
horrific event happens in a child’s life.  In 2012, this idea began to blossom when we were introduced to the        
Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County and Children’s Trust Fund.  Their 
experience and expertise resonated with Beverly’s wish to help a quiet child have a 
voice and find a safe place to let an adult know when a touch does not feel right.

This year Marigold welcomed these two organizations as new partners. Children’s 
Trust Fund approaches the sensitive topic of sexual abuse prevention within the 
context of teaching about personal safety. Children’s Advocacy Center provides 
outreach and consultation to train school professionals to identify and respond to 
inappropriate sexual behavior.
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In 2012, Marigold Charitable Trust distributed $193,360.44, funding  a combination of 
individual requests and program initiatives (see chart on pg. 3).  Individual requests included:

Seventy-one children attended summer camp thanks to Marigold dollars.  This included the ongoing • 
support of Italian Home for Children’s Therapeutic Summer Camp, Camp Starfish, and the West End 
House Camp in Maine.  Summer camp allows a child to enjoy a positive, safe and secure summer 
experience.  It is an opportunity to explore, make new friends, reconnect with old ones, build self-
confidence, develop social skills and nurture positive relationships with peers and adults.

Thirty-two children participated in art therapy groups and classes.  This included the continued • 
funding of the Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center art therapy program formerly known as S.A.F.E. 
(Survivor Art for Empowerment) Studio and Marigold’s ongoing support of the expressive art 
therapy program at the Elizabeth Stone House.  Also, new art therapy initiatives at HAWC (Healing 
Abuse, Working for Change) and The Second Step allowed children to transform anger and
frustration into artistic expression and increase a child’s capacity to express genuine affect. 

Twenty-eight children participated in a range of athletic activities including: martial arts,             • 
gymnastics, basketball, soccer, swimming, bowling, therapeutic horseback riding, tennis and toddler 
tumbling.  Such activities increase self-esteem, overcome fears, build self-confidence, increase social 
skills, and promote physical fitness and exercise.

Fourteen children participated in music and dance classes including guitar, piano, African drumming, • 
ballet, tap, hip-hop, Zumba and jazz.  Such enrichment activities increase a child’s self-esteem, help 
children connect to their own inner strengths, and transition into their communities. Through music 
and dance children learn coping skills to manage and express emotions and cultivate a child’s cre-
ative and artistic talents.  These activities provide children with the opportunity to focus their energy 
and attention, and spread their wings.

Marigold funded twenty-five children to attend daycare and afterschool programs that promote • 
academic and social growth in a safe, nurturing environment. These programs included drama,        
cooking classes, science, and the Boy Scouts.  Marigold paid for the transportation of four children 
to therapy and doctor’s appointments, and to attend school and community activities on a consistent 
basis.   

In addition to individual requests, Marigold Charitable Trust continued to fund a number of 
programmatic initiatives.  These included:

A senior licensed pediatric neuropsychologist to supervise a bilingual post doctoral pediatric • 
      neuropsychologist for assessments, early intervention and IEP
      (individualized  educational plan)  advocacy for children referred  
      from the SPARK Center and the Child Witness to Violence     
      Project.  

Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant Families    • 
and Adolescents) Boston to expand its outreach and supportive 
services to the younger siblings of Somali middle school children 
in Boston. 
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New funding of Camp Starfish’s own Sensory and Safe Spaces program based upon sensory        • 
modulation principles.  This included the purchase of sensory integration manipulatives, and safe 
play structures that encourage motor development and will increase the camp’s ability to care for its   
campers in new evidence-based sensory and therapeutic ways.  

Children’s Trust Fund brings the • Talking About Touching curriculum to the Reverend Dr. Michael E. 
Haynes Early Educational Center in Roxbury, MA.  It trains teachers and paraprofessionals to better 
understand reporting guidelines and pass on valuable lessons in the presentation of the child personal 
safety curriculum to children, parents and/or guardians.  The training provides parents with 

      information and skills to talk to their children about how to stay safe from abusive or dangerous    
      situations.  It gives the children the instruction and language to talk with their parents and care
      providers to tell someone if they feel unsafe or have been abused.  

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County increased its capacity to provide trainings to • 
Boston Public School Behavioral Health Service staff. These trainings include review of policies and 
procedures for the prevention of and intervention in child sexual assault, as well as expert consulta-
tion and assistance with referral for services in complex cases of alleged abuse. This initiative 

      supported early  intervention with young children exhibiting sexual behaviors to prevent future 
      problematic behavior and potential negative consequences.
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Continued support of Brandon School’s “Come to Your Senses” initiative • 
designed to help children with trauma histories to self-regulate, increase 
behavioral control, decrease aggression, maintain safety, avoid withdrawal 
and decrease the need for therapeutic interventions.  In 2012, Marigold 
dollars helped outfit a “Sensory Gym,” replenish the sensory stations in 
children’s residences and school, create a Community Garden, fund all 
educational and residential trips, purchase an interactive whiteboard, offer 
an  Art Studio class, buy cameras for a photography class, hire a Yoga 
instructor and buy the  many sensory materials that are so important to the 
work they do with their children.

Marigold Funding FY ‘12
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Marigold Blossoms
As Marigold continues to evolve as a foundation dedicated to helping children we have:

Raised approximately $12,700!• 
Expanded our mission to include sexual abuse prevention• 
Welcomed 2 new partners: Children’s Trust Fund and Children’s Advocacy Center• 
Delivered multiple awards to 31 children in 2012• 
Funded our 700th child• 
Successfully executed a partnership with the Waltham and Quincy elementary school nurses• 
Been highlighted in an article in the Children’s Trust Fund’s donor newsletter, “Voices for Children”• 
Reached the $800,000 mark in our charitable giving• 

FY 1

FY 2

FY 3

FY 4

FY 5

FY 6

FY 7

$9,200

$53,635

$153,836

$279,428

$422,274

$627,928

$821,290



Italian Home for Children provides a range of services including community-based mental health               •	
services, therapeutic day school and afterschool programs, and group home and acute residential 
treatment programs. Programs for children specialize in serving youth with emotional, behavioral and  
special educational needs. All programs focus on assisting our clients with improved functioning so that 
they can experience success in their homes, jobs/schools and communities. We provide services in locations 
throughout Eastern Massachusetts. 

Serving children and youth from birth to 21, The Home For Little Wanderers makes a positive impact on •	
over 7,000 lives across Boston and Eastern Massachusetts each year through a network of behavioral health 
services, therapeutic residential, special education, adoption and foster care. Additionally, a number of in-
novative programs provide specialized assistance to youth transitioning to adulthood from state systems of 
care. We continuously measure the impact of our work to develop and enhance our programs. 

The Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center is a nationally recognized leader in the effort to end domestic violence •	
and provide care for victims.  Our mission is to empower members of our community to live free from fear, 
intimidation, violence or the threat of abuse by providing support, advocacy and education. Our art therapy 
program, formerly known as S.A.F.E. Studio, is grounded in the philosophy that the artistic process pro-
vides a therapeutic and healing pathway through which victims can heal.

The Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center is a nationally recognized counseling •	
program focusing on young children who are exposed to child abuse, as well as domestic or community 
violence. Counseling services focus on addressing the trauma of violence and abuse, and on strengthening 
the	child-parent	relationship.	The	CWVP	is	innovative	in	recognizing	the	significant	risks	of	exposure	to	
abuse and domestic violence on very young children and intervenes at a critical point to interrupt the cycle 
of violence. 

The SPARK Center (Supporting Parents and Resilient Kids), a pediatric program of Boston Medical Center •	
located in Mattapan, MA, is a therapeutic and medically-specialized childcare program that provides 
comprehensive and integrated services to children and families whose lives are affected by medical, 
emotional and behavioral challenges. SPARK’s young children are largely from low-income families and 
they are especially vulnerable to trauma and stress in the context of chronic health conditions such as severe 
prematurity, neurological disorders, sickle cell disease, and HIV/AIDS. 

The Guidance Center provides prevention, intervention and support services for children and families in •	
Cambridge and Somerville. We are a service of Riverside Community Care, which offers mental healthcare, 
developmental and cognitive disability services, addiction treatment and childhood services in more than 
70 communities across Massachusetts. From pregnancy through age 22, The Guidance Center supports the 
desire of all parents – to see their children thrive in school and imagine hopeful futures. 

Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant Families and Adolescents) Boston is a school-based           •	
therapeutic program dedicated to supporting the mental health and adjustment of Somali refugee youth.  
Started in Boston Public Schools, the program has extended to school systems in Lewiston & Auburn, 
Maine and provides services along a continuum of care, from prevention to intervention. Project SHIFA 
Boston provides services under a Trauma Systems Therapy model of care, which includes advocacy, home-
based care, school-based therapy and family outreach.

 
Brandon School and Residential Treatment Center is a positive place where boys with complex emotional, •	
behavioral and learning needs succeed. In a safe and supportive setting, boys participate in pro-social, 
skill-building activities; strength-based individual and family treatment; and a therapeutic milieu. Brandon 
serves over 180 boys (ages 7-17) and their families each year and strives to help students return to their 
homes and communities, prepared to succeed alongside peers. 

MARIGOLD’S PARTNERS
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West End House Camp is an overnight camp for boys ages 8-15 that is kicking off its second century•	
in southern Maine. Waterfront activities, all-around sports, games and challenges lead to fun, friendly
competition, personal growth, social skills development, independence, and lifelong friendships! Caring,
bright, talented, and experienced staff, mostly former campers, supervise and lead a diverse group of boys 
who mature a year’s worth during the 2, 4, 6, or 8 week sessions. 

The Elizabeth Stone House serves homeless families and individuals in a goal-oriented, outcome-driven•	
service environment by resolving the issues that made them homeless – domestic violence, substance
abuse, and mental illness – so that they can attain and maintain permanent housing, personal safety, and 
economic stability. Stone House children’s services focus on the needs of traumatized children from these 
families. 

HAWC	(Healing	Abuse,	Working	for	Change)	offers	free	and	confidential	domestic	violence	programs	•	
from Lynn to Gloucester.   These services are offered to survivors of abuse, many of whom have children, 
so that they may make informed decisions about their lives and increase their safety.  Among the services 
offered is the Parent/Child Trauma Recovery Program.  Its mission is to increase safety and emotional 
well-being for non-abusive parents and their children in the aftermath of domestic violence by combining 
relational psychotherapy with advocacy and safety planning. 

The Second Step serves women and their children throughout Greater Boston who have experienced•	
domestic violence.  Second Step provides services in community settings and in its own transitional,
communal	housing	in	Newton	that	aim	to	nurture	self-esteem	and	self-sufficiency.		Children’s	services
include a therapeutic after-school program; one-to-one mentoring by specially trained and supervised
college students; linkages to trauma-informed medical care, counseling, and community resources; help
with	conflict	resolution;	and	assistance	to	mothers	in	identifying	and	advocating	for	their	children’s	needs.	
                      
Camp	Starfish	provides	structured,	safe	and	therapeutic	summer	camp	and	year-round	respite	programs•	
for children with severe emotional, behavioral, social and learning challenges. With an industry-unique
1:1 ratio of campers to staff, youth ages 5-17 build their social skills, develop coping techniques, work
toward	individual	goals,	grow	their	self-confidence,	make	leaps	in	independent	living	skills	and	discover
their talents. Children return to home and school set up for success in the year ahead. 

The Massachusetts School Nurse Organization (MSNO) mission is to promote and advance quality school •	
health services throughout Massachusetts. School nurses advance the well-being, academic success and 
life-long achievement and health of students. The school nurse provides direct care to students includ-
ing both physical and psychosocial care for injuries and acute illness for all students as well as long-term 
management of students with special health care and behavioral needs. Issues related to abuse, neglect 
and	trauma	are	often	first	identified	by	the	school	nurse.	

Children’s Trust Fund (CTF) leads state-wide efforts to strengthen families and support parents as they •	
raise and nurture their children. CTF does this by providing resources, sharing information, and imple-
menting evidenced-based practices that prevent child abuse.  As an umbrella organization, Children’s 
Trust Fund funds, evaluates, and promotes the work of over 100 agencies that serve families. CTF works 
with professionals and families through projects such as the Healthy Families home visiting program, 
Talking about Touching sexual abuse prevention program, and a parenting website.

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County (CAC) unites public, •	
private and community partners to promote safety, healing and justice for 
child abuse victims and their families. The CAC coordinates a team of ex-
perts to conduct high quality child abuse investigations, family advocacy 
and specialized medical and mental health services. For children with con-
cerning sexual behaviors, the CAC’s Child-Child Sexual Behavior Initia-
tive combines outreach, psycho-education and referral services for families 
with training and consultation for schools and community providers.  

NEW PARTNERS
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TESTIMONIALS

Camp Starfish
“Marigold	has	been	a	wonderful	partner	to	Camp	Starfish.		It	has	made	possible	
the attendance of many campers who would not otherwise be able to afford it.  
Now,	as	Starfish	continues	to	develop	its	sensory	integration	support	programs,	
Marigold has been right by our side again, to purchase the equipment that will 
allow all of our campers to experience safe, sensory-accommodating spaces 

during their time at camp. We are truly grateful and honored to partner with such 
a generous and thoughtful foundation.” 

-Emily Golinsky, Executive Director

HAWC
(Healing Abuse, Working for Change)

“My children and I thoroughly enjoyed our experience at the Clay Works 
Pottery Studio with Kathy and Jessie.  It was a happy, much needed bonding 

experience during a not so happy time in our lives.  We are very grateful to have 
been chosen for the project. Our beautiful creations are proudly displayed in our 

homes and emanate the love and care that went into making them.”
-HAWC Parent

Brandon School
 “For many of my clients, the MP3 players have been used as coping skills and on their safety 
plans. Music is a venue for self expression and the children are able to be inspired by listen-
ing to positive music artists. For traumatized children who are easily triggered by situations 
going on in the house, or by loud noises, etc. it has been helpful for them to be able to ‘zone 

out’ and listen to their own music that they themselves were able to put on an MP3.”  
-Laura Joyce, LICSW, Brandon Therapist

Child Witness to Violence Project
“Through your generosity, we are able to offer crucial supports that help the children in 

our program heal from the trauma of violence or abuse. Our families tell us regularly how  
grateful they are for these resources for their children and that the support brings hope 

and normalcy back into their lives. We could not be the effective and nurturing program 
we are today without Marigold as a partner.”
-Maxine Weinreb, Ed.D., Program Director

Page 7



Page 8

SUCCESS STORIES

B is a 7 year-old boy referred to the Child Witness to Violence Project with severe symptoms including 
social isolation, difficulty trusting adults and trouble focusing on his school work. These symptoms 
were in response to a history of sexual molestation by a caregiver. Our clinical judgment was that B 
would greatly benefit from a program where he had the opportunity to interact with other children and  
nurturing adults in a safe and structured space. The family had no resources to pay for such a program 
so we contacted Marigold Charitable Trust and applied for funds to register B in a summer day camp.  
This reconnection and social exchange through play, sports and art activities helped B to re-engage with 
peers and to restore his trust in adults.  B successfully continues his healing process in weekly therapy. 
His therapist and parents are convinced that Marigold’s funding was instrumental in giving B access to a 
program to rebuild a sense of safety and hope.

SM, age 7, is in the care of his grandmother. She placed him in an afterschool program so that she could 
return to work to provide for him.  She is currently working but because her income is so small, she had 
a very difficult time covering the costs of this program.  SM’s grandmother spoke to the afterschool 
program adminstrators several times to request a sliding scale payment plan, but was denied. SM has a 
very difficult time in school and with most transitions due largely to the violence to which he was exposed 
and the neglect he suffered in the past. Remarkably, the afterschool program staff has found a way to 
help him stay calm and to be in control of his behavior. When we learned that SM’s grandmother could 
no longer pay for this program, we requested Marigold funding so that SM could continue to be in this 
safe and stable environment where he can play with other children while his grandmother works 
as many hours as possible. Marigold graciously agreed to provide the financial support and SM’s 
grandmother is overwhelmingly grateful to Marigold for their generosity as her grandson is flourishing 
in the afterschool program.

C lives with her mother, father and baby brother in Boston.  They moved to the city from Central America 
after living with extensive political and community violence.  The entire family was traumatized by these 
events, and the child continues to be frightened about going outdoors. C’s parents are committed to
bringing her to therapy every week but they do not own a car and frequently struggle to pay for 
transportation to the Child Witness to Violence Project.  C and her mother often cannot access or 
establish connections in their community or engage in activities because they cannot afford the 
subway or bus fare.  This increases the family’s isolation and has a negative impact on the child’s 
socio-emotional functioning.  Thanks to Marigold funding, a Link Pass from the MBTA makes it possible 
for the child to continue with psychotherapy sessions and to get involved in the community and 
extracurricular activities.

*The name of the child has been changed to protect his/her identity.



Project SHIFA Boston (Ali*)

Similar to most six year-olds, Ali is energetic, inquisitive and loves playing with his siblings.  Ali’s 
family is like many other refugee families who experienced much trauma and adversity.  The Somali 
civil	war	caused	them	to	flee	their	country,	move	into	a	refugee	camp	in	Kenya,	and	resettle	in	the	
United States to rebuild their lives.  Ali was born in the US with a congenital heart disease that would 
soon require open heart surgery. His family was devastated by this news and lived with this constant 
threat to Ali’s health and life.  The family tried to do their best to take care of Ali and insure that his 
needs were met. 

The overwhelming challenge of a family member with compromised health was compounded by daily 
hardships	of	this	uprooted	refugee	family.		They	live	in	a	dangerous	neighborhood,	struggle	financially,	
Ali’s parents do not speak English, and his older siblings did not receive formal schooling before 
coming to the US.  In addition, Ali’s family is Bantu, an ethnic group that has been racially oppressed 
in Somalia, leaving a legacy of mistreatment and distrust of authorities. 

This past summer Ali became very sick and had the necessary surgery to repair his heart. This meant 
many days in the hospital and the threat that he could die from this illness. For families like Ali’s who 
have lost so much, this kind of experience brings back past traumas and can be too much to bear.  

Marigold	Charitable	Trust	has	generously	supported	Ali’s	family	through	this	difficult	time.	Marigold	
made it possible to provide Ali and his family with school support, community-based care and 
cultural brokering.  A social worker and cultural broker from the Refugee Trauma and Resilience 
Center (RTRC) worked as a liaison between the family and Boston Children’s Hospital where Ali 
endured extended hospitalization and surgery.  The cultural broker made the navigation of an 
overwhelming and stressful situation as smooth as possible.  The RTRC worked closely with their 
community partner, the Refugee and Immigrant Assistance Center (RIAC), to provide the family with 
community support and access to services.  

When Ali was ready the cultural broker on the role of supporting his transition back to school.  
After	having	been	out	of	school	for	some	time,	Ali	was	having	difficulties	staying	on	task	and	doing	
his school work.  His illness caused him to have seizures which raised potential concerns about his 
cognition and increased the stress on Ali and his family. The cultural broker worked closely with Ali’s 
teacher and RIAC to resolve these issues. This included the creation of an individualized education 
plan (IEP) for Ali.

 The funding from Marigold has allowed the family, school, hospital, and community agency to work 
together to support Ali and his family during this emotional and complex time.  As a result, he is back 
at his desk at school, and his family is thrilled to have their six-year old return to his healthy and happy 
self.

*The name of the child has been changed to protect his/her identity.
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We are excited about Marigold’s growth, development and many successes. It is a dream come true to not 

only help children heal from violence, abuse and neglect, but also protect young children from the horror 

of sexual abuse in the future. We thank  all of our devoted partners, family and friends for their ongoing 

wisdom, dedication and support.

Sincerely,

Beverl y Marram
Beverly Marram
Founder, Trustee

Susan Shamus
Susan Shamus
Executive Director

Don Moskowitz
Don Moskowitz
Program Director
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In Memoriam
Marigold Charitable Trust was established by Beverly Marram 
and Dr. Herb Goldberg in 2005.  It was their dream to create a 

foundation committed to making a positive difference in the lives 
of young children who suffer from the damaging effects of 

emotional, psychological, physical and/or sexual abuse.  Marigold 
will be forever grateful to Herb Goldberg for his guidance, 

support and generosity of spirit. 


