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Dear Friends,

Since 2006 Marigold Charitable Trust has continued to fulfill its mission to provide specific services and resources 
that are essential elements in helping children heal from violence and/or abuse.
 
We are pleased to report that 2013 was a landmark year for Marigold in that it surpassed the $1,000,000 mark in its 
charitable giving.  During the past eight years, the various grants have made it possible for more than 1,000 children 
to access enrichment activities and therapeutic resources that would otherwise be out of reach for them.

Over the years, we have learned how to better serve those in need. Initially, it was Marigold’s intent to have all fund-
ing go exclusively toward child services. However, our sixteen partners have taught us that parents and caring adults 
play a critical role in a child’s healing and protection. Therefore,  we have taken a broader look at the programs that 
need our support. 

This annual report describes specific initiatives that Marigold Charitable Trust has sponsored. We believe that each 
program provides services that are so necessary in meeting the needs of the children who are suffering from trauma 
caused by, but not limited to, physical, sexual and emotional abuse and neglect,  bearing witness to domestic and 
community violence and suffering from the impact of war. 

Sincerely,

Beverl y Marram
Beverly Marram
Founder, Trustee

Meryl Rick
Meryl Rich
Trustee

www. marigoldcharitabletrust.org

Susan Shamus
Susan Shamus
Executive Director

Don Moskowitz
Don Moskowitz 
Program Director
 



New Initiatives

Prevention:

Last year, Marigold Charitable Trust expanded its mission to include sexual abuse prevention with 
the inclusion of its two newest partners: the Children’s Trust and Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Suffolk County.  Thanks to Marigold funding in 2013, the Children’s Trust was instrumental in 
bringing a comprehensive and effective safety curriculum to preschool and elementary school-aged 
children.  It is designed to prevent abuse by educating school personnel and parents on ways to teach 
children to be safe.  Last year, with Marigold’s help, Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County was 
able to expand their outreach, training and consultation services to school professionals. This increased 
the ability of school staff to identify and respond to inappropriate sexual behavior in their respective 
schools.
 

In June, 2013, the Children’s Trust completed a • Talking About Touching program at Boston Public 
School’s Rev. Dr. Michael E. Haynes Early Education and Care Center.

In September 2013, the Children’s Trust began to train leadership and staff at a second Boston Public • 
School, Samuel W. Mason Elementary Pilot School in Roxbury, MA. using lessons learned from the 
Haynes Talking About Touching program.

During its initial year of Marigold funding, Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County (CAC) • 
received 122 referrals in which 80% were school-related. CAC conducted six trainings for school-
based clinicians, guidance counselors, middle school staff, social workers, disciplinary staff, and 
Boston Public School guidance staff.

CAC provided 17 school case consultations for children exhibiting repeated problematic behaviors. • 

Treatment:

In 2013, Marigold funded a new treatment initiative proposed by one of our original partners, The Home 
for Little Wanderers.  The Home re-examined the needs of their children and the best use of Marigold 
funding. They decided to shift their focus from individual awards to the enhancement of their clinical 
work with young traumatized children at their Pre school Outreach Program (POP).  This new initiative 
was called Sensory Motor Arousal Regulation Treatment (SMART).  It is a body-oriented therapy that 
engages the whole self of the child and teaches children to self-regulate their emotional states 
while remaining safe.  The children are taught to understand their 
sensory needs and learn ways to control them at home and in school.  
Testimonials from parents demonstrate the impact of this new 
initiative.  One parent states, “The SMART Room is the only type 
of therapy that will work for our boys.” Another says, “The SMART 
Room has really helped me improve my relationship with my son.”
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A New Approach in Art Therapy
Since 2006, Marigold has supported programs that utilize the transformative power of art to help 
children heal from the exposure to domestic violence.  Various partners have taught us the importance of 
including a parent in the healing process.  In order to better serve these children, one partner, the Jeanne 
Geiger Crisis Center (JGCC) proposed a new model of art therapy in which  mother and child are 
working together in the sessions.  

These sessions create opportunities for both mother and child to gain a new appreciation for one 
another’s strengths and perspectives.  The art therapy process supports them to take creative risks in 
their art and dialogue.  The transformative power of the arts to help children heal from domestic violence 
is made obvious throughout this intimate work between a healing mother and her healing child.  

The mandorla symbol was used as an art therapy evaluation tool.  It is a diagram of two 
complete circles joining together to create one central almond section where the two intersect.  

Mother and child work on the mandorla as individuals and then as a team.  One circle is declared ‘mom’s 
side’ and another circle as the ‘child’s side.’ The center is created by both parent and child, inviting an 
opportunity for them to connect and bond.  Below is one example of the mandorla art work created by 
a mother and her child: 

Examples of other mother-child created art work can be found throughout the annual report.
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In 2013, Marigold Charitable Trust distributed $179,041.50, funding a combination of individual 
requests and program initiatives (see chart on p. 5). Individual requests were: 

Sixty-five children attended summer camp thanks to Marigold dollars. This included the ongo-• 
ing support of Italian Home for Children’s Therapeutic Summer Camp, Camp Starfish, and West 
End House Camp in Maine. Summer camp allows a child to enjoy a positive, safe and secure 
summer experience. It is an opportunity to explore, make new friends, reconnect with old ones, 
build self-confidence, develop social skills and nurture positive relationships with peers and 
adults. 

Nineteen children participated in art therapy groups and classes. This included the continued • 
funding of the Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center art therapy program formerly known as S.A.F.E. 
(Survivor Art for Empowerment) Studio and Marigold’s ongoing support of the expressive art 
therapy program at the Elizabeth Stone House. The expressive arts allow children to transform 
anger and frustration into artistic expression and increase a child’s capacity to express genuine 
emotion. 

Twenty-three children participated in a range of athletic activities including: Tae Kwan Do, • 
karate, kick boxing, gymnastics, basketball, swimming, ice skating, bowling, therapeutic horse-
back riding, and toddler tumbling. Such activities increase self-esteem, overcome fears, build 
self-confidence, increase social skills, and promote physical fitness and exercise. 

Seven children participated in music and dance classes including guitar, piano, hip-hop, break • 
dancing, and rainbow dancing. These enrichment activities increase a child’s self-esteem, help 
children connect to their own inner strengths, and support an easier transition into their commu-
nities. Through music and dance children learn coping skills to manage and express emotions 
and cultivate a child’s creative and artistic talents. 

Marigold funded twenty-one children so they could attend daycare and afterschool programs • 
that promote academic and social growth in a safe, nurturing and stable environment. These 
programs included karate, dance, cooking, puppetry, sewing, Egyptian and Chinese art, and 
drumming. Marigold paid for the transportation of three children to fund therapy and doctor’s 
appointments, as well as to attend school and community activities on a consistent basis. 
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Marigold Accomplishments
in 2013
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More Marigold 
Accomplishments in 2013

In addition to individual requests, Marigold Charitable Trust funded the following programmatic 
initiatives: 
 

Since 2008, the SPARK Center’s neuropsychological testing initiative has evaluated 177 chil-• 
dren and conducted 184 neuropsychological assessments.  

For the past six years, Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant Families and Ado-• 
lescents) Boston has provided outreach and supportive services to more than 80 young Somali 
children 12 years old and under. Last summer, eight of these young children attended an activity 
program at a local mosque. 

In 2008, Brandon School’s “Come to Your Senses” initiative was designed to help children • 
with trauma histories to self-regulate, increase behavioral control, decrease aggression, maintain 
safety, avoid withdrawal and decrease the need for therapeutic interventions.  One teacher wrote: 
“Thanks to Marigold dollars my students use sensory tools every day in room 3!  This includes 
exercise balls and bean bag chairs while working in class, as well as air filled cushions to sit 
on and jell pads to put on their laps. There are a large variety of squishy, squeezy, bendy items 
and little puzzles in our sensory bucket, plus body socks, Play Doh, and CD players with cool 
sounds.  The boys use them independently to self-regulate. These items really help them stay 
focused in class!”

In 2013, Marigold funding enabled Camp Starfish to create its own Sensory and Safe Spaces • 
program based upon sensory modulation principles. This included the purchase of sensory inte-
gration manipulatives and safe play structures that encouraged motor development and increased 
the camp’s ability to care for its campers in new evidence-based sensory and therapeutic ways. 

Marigold Funding FY ‘13

Neuropsychological Testing
8.4%

Art, Music and Dance
10.1%

Childcare and After School 
Programs  7.2%

Sports
4.5%

Transportation
1.6%

Other Program 
Initiatives

28.1%

Summer Camp
38.8%



Look At How Marigold Has Grown
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FY 1

FY 2

FY 3

FY 4

FY 5

FY 6

FY 7

FY 8

$9,200

$53,635

$153,836

$279,428

$422,274

$627,928

$821,290

$1,000,331



Italian Home for Children (www.italianhome.org) 

The Home for Little Wanderers  (www.thehome.org) 

Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center (www.jeannegeigercrisiscenter.org) 

Child Witness to Violence Project at Boston Medical Center (www.childwitnesstoviolence.org) 

SPARK Center (Supporting Parents and Resilient Kids), a pediatric program of Boston Medical  Center 
located in Mattapan, MA (www.bmc.org/SPARK)

The Guidance Center (www.guidancectr.org) 

Project SHIFA (Supporting the Health of Immigrant Families and Adolescents) Boston 
(www.childrenshospital.org/projectshifa) 

Brandon School and Residential Treatment Center (www.brandonschool.org) 

West End House Camp (www.westendhousecamp.org) 

Elizabeth Stone House  (www.elizabethstone.org) 

HAWC (Healing Abuse, Working for Change) (www.hawcdv.org) 

The Second Step  (www.thesecondstep.org) 

Camp Starfish  (www.campstarfish.org) 

Massachusetts School Nurse Organization (MSNO): (www.msno.org) 
Waltham and Quincy Elementary Schools 

The Children’s Trust  (www.childrenstrustma.org) 

Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County (CAC)  (www.suffolkcac.org) 

MARIGOLD  PARTNERS
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SUCCESS STORIES

Child Witness to Violence Project (*Grace)

Grace is a vibrant and vivacious 9-year-old girl. Grace and her mother received services at the 
Child Witness to Violence Project for several years earlier after Grace was exposed to domestic 
violence by her father against her mother. In April 2013, Grace was in close proximity to the Boston 
Marathon bombing. The subsequent fear and uncertainty triggered a resurgence of many of the 
trauma symptoms first brought on by her exposure to domestic violence. Grace experienced a return of 
persistent anxieties, especially when she was leaving or away from her mother. This included difficulty 
sleeping, a change in appetite, repetitive, nervous behaviors and an avoidance of enclosed spaces like 
public bathrooms.  Many places in Grace’s world felt unpredictable and scary.  Grace’s elementary 
school was one place she felt safe, supported and understood by her school’s warm and thoughtful 
staff.  However, Grace’s mother was not sure she could afford the school’s tuition payments. A move 
to a new school in the midst of her recently-triggered emotional upheaval was to be avoided at all 
costs. Grace’s therapist at CWVP requested Marigold funding for Grace to remain at her ‘safe haven.’ 
Thanks to Marigold dollars and the efforts of Grace’s loving and committed mother, the nurturance 
of the school staff, and Grace’s own hard work in therapy many of her symptoms have decreased or 
disappeared. Grace is thriving in school academically and interpersonally. Recently, Grace’s 
principal reported that she is one of the school’s academic stars and loved by her classmates and 
teachers. Marigold Charitable Trust was able to provide a lifeline to safety for Grace when she 
deeply needed it. Grace and her mother continue to feel the ripple effects of this generosity today. 

*The name of the child has been changed to protect his/her identity.
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SUCCESS STORIES

Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center (*Jeremy)

Jeremy is an eight year old boy living with his mother and two siblings in a residential substance abuse 
treatment home.  Jeremy and his mother were referred for weekly parent-child art therapy funded by 
Marigold Charitable Trust at the Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center.  Jeremy has witnessed his mother’s 
substance use and victimization due to domestic violence.  He is an anxious child who seems to get into 
social conflicts with the other children in the house due to his lack of body awareness and control.  
Sometimes Jeremy might unexpectedly jump up on his mother for a hug and cling to her or refuse to 
listen and yell that he hates her.  Jeremy likes to draw in his sketchbook during quiet times.  

During the first art therapy session Jeremy could only tolerate staying seated and listening to directions 
for a few minutes at a time.  This improved after a task-reward system was put into place to decrease his 
anxiety and increase his focus and engagement.  Pictures and words were used to illustrate the steps of 
the sessions.  Also, Jeremy chose wooden shapes from the art bin as tokens he could “cash in” for time 
to appropriately request affection or practice stating his needs to his mother while they created art work 
together.  This behavior modification system provided him with a sense of autonomy and improved 
self-awareness and regulation.  Over time, Jeremy was able to feel enough calm in his body to make 
steady eye contact, begin art processes with his mother without  reminders of directions, smile, and 
interact fluidly while laughing over their joint creations.  On one occasion, Jeremy announced, 
“Remember when I would be all over the place? And now I go with the flow. I love to paint. I love 
how it feels so relaxing.” And his mother added, “I also remember when you used only two feeling words, 
happy or sad. And now we both know how to say and draw lots of feeling words! I love our art time 
together!”

*The name of the child has been changed to protect his/her identity.



In Memoriam
Marigold Charitable Trust was established by Beverly Marram and 

Dr. Herb Goldberg in 2005. It was their dream to create a foundation 
committed to making a positive difference in the lives of young 

children who suffer from the damaging effects of emotional, 
psychological, physical and/or sexual abuse. Marigold will be 

forever grateful to Herb Goldberg for his guidance, 
support and generosity of spirit. 

We thank all of our devoted partners, family and friends for their 
ongoing wisdom, dedication and support. 



The ancient Aztec Indians used to 
grind up marigold leaves as 

a treatment for healing sick children.  
This symbol was the inspiration for 

Marigold Charitable Trust.




